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_An El Greco for Greek Shipowner

Nlal‘LhOS Buy

By John-G. Rogers |
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/ Stavros. 8. Niarchos, Greek
siwyowner who ‘operates the,
world’s  largest 1ndependem‘
tanker fleet, has bought an E1§
Greco painting from Wilclen-i
stein & Co., & New York gal-
lery, for a price estlmated as
high as $400,000.

Mr. Niarchos, now in Switzer-
land gkiing, directed that ‘the
365-year-old canvas be loaned
indefinitely to the Metropolitan.
Museuni of Art. The transfer;
from, the Wildenstein gallery at!
19 ‘E. "64th St. will probably be|
made t{oday.

The “canvas that changed;
hands is “Pieta,” ‘showing the'
Virgin - and Mary Magdalene
mourning over the. dead "Christ.
It was executed about 1590 in
Spain wherg the Greek-born El
Greco executed his - greatest
work. )

x The painting Is fifty-seven by
|f01 th-eight inches and has subtle
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o emphasize Christ’s body. The

s a $400,000 Pdmtmg

STATINTL

great master. - .
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Wildenstein refused yegterday to
iscuss the pijice of “Pieta,”|
hich was last owned by French

Comtesse de la Beraudiere, and

-came to New York in 1939 for

e'{hlblt at the World’s Fair, It

‘has not  been exh1b1teq here

.since. However, art experts said

that such a canvas would bring

3 price -between 5200 000 and

$400,000. -

Mr. Niarchos has a home at
125 Sutton Place, and alse’ in
'S, . Monte Carlo  and
Afhcns, g0 if he chooses ulti-
(nprtely to hang i up in his lving
room, the painting might some
day leave the couftry. =

El @reco was born Domenico;
Theotocopoulos ‘n Candia, Crete,!
about 1542. He studied in RQn;j

tand ment on to Spam, wheré he
dled i 1614,
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